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From Darkness to Light 
 

Term 4 Week 1 

Thursday 12 October External Validation 
Friday 13 October Mufti Day – Bulli on the Green Fete 
Friday 13 October Tell Them From Me Survey closes 

Week 2 

16-17 October Stage 3 Canberra Excursion 
Friday 20 October Kinder Orientation 9.15 – 10.45am #1/4 
Friday 20 October Gymsports #1/6 

Week 3 

Tuesday 24 October 5/6B & 5/6S ANSTO / Film by the Sea 
excursion 

Tuesday 24 October P&C Meeting 7pm in staffroom 
Friday 27 October Kinder Orientation 9.15 – 10.45am #2/4 
Friday 27 October Last day to order sunglasses for 2017 
Friday 27 October Gymsports #2/6 

Week 4 

Monday 30 October 4/5W Art Day @ Bulli HS – NEW DATE 
Friday 3 November Kinder Orientation 9.15 – 10.45am #3/4 
Friday 3 November Gymsports #3/6 
Saturday 4 November Bulli on the Green Fete 11am – 4pm 

Special dates for your diary  

Wednesday 22 Nov Volunteers’ Morning Tea 10.55-11.20am 

Wednesday 22 Nov Last Religious Education & Ethics 
Thursday 23 Nov KidzWish Party (invitees only) 
Wednesday 29 Nov K-2 Social 5.30 – 6.45pm 
Wednesday 6 Dec Presentation Assembly 9.30am 
Thursday 7 Dec Yr 5 Leadership Presentation 4.00pm 
Thursday 7 Dec Year 6 Farewell (time TBA) 
Tuesday 12 Dec Concert - BBQ 5pm, Concert 6.30pm 
Wednesday 13 Dec Picnic Day  (details to come) 
Thursday 14 Dec Semester 2 Reports issued 
Friday 15 December Last day of Term 4 
18 – 19 December School in recess as professional learning 

is being conducted throughout Term 4 

What’s overdue / due? 

3 September Bulli on the Green Fete Raffle Tickets 
Thursday 26 October Scholastic Bookclub Orders 
Friday 27 October Last day to order sunglasses for 2017 
Monday 13 November 2019 Selective High School applications close 

 

 

Whole School Assemblies - 2017 
Term 4   Week 9   Wednesday 6 December   9.30am 
     Presentation Assembly 

 

Principal’s message 

On the last day of Term 3, two very exciting events were held. 

Our SRC art extravaganza resulted in over 400 art works 
being created by our students. Being a child-centred activity, 
the children selected the type of art work they wanted to 
create. The SRC members then assisted the teacher with each 
of the two classes that visited their room. Thank you to our 
wonderful SRC members and their patrons, Mrs Saddi and Mr 
Simpson for organising this creative event. 

The other event was the final farewell to Mr Cochrane with 
the staging of the inaugral Cochrane Cup. This touch footy 
competition that honoured Mr Cochrane’s time at Bulli was 
the brainchild of Mrs Wedeman and wholeheartedly 
supported by the staff and students. Shoobert were 
victorious on the day and are the first to have their name on 
the Cochrane Cup. Farewell, Mr Cochrane! 

(Photos are on the website for both activities.) 

On Monday we officially welcomed Mrs Byrom to the role of 
Assistant Principal at Bulli Public School. Mrs Byrom will 
continue to lead Focus on Reading and the Learning Support 
Team. In 2018, she will be part of the team to implement 
visible learning and growth mindset practices at our school. 
Congratulations, Mrs Byrom! 

Tomorrow, Mrs Byrom, Mrs Patterson and Mrs Morton will 
meet with the external validation (accreditation) panel. Over 
the past three months, the team has gathered, annotated 
and analysed seven sets of evidence. The team focused on 
Reading, Professional Learning, Learning Support, Aboriginal 
Education, Community Involvement, Extra-curricular 
Experiences and Student Welfare and Discipline. These 
evidence sets were then reviewed by the staff to determine 
some of the future directions for our school. The outcome of 
the validation process will be combined with the results of 
the Tell Them From Me survey to assist planning for 2018 – 
2020. Thank you to all the parents who have completed the 
survey that closes on Friday 13 October 2017. 

On Friday, the P&C will be holding a mufti day as part of the 
preparation for the fete. As a ‘fine’ for not wearing school 
uniform, children are asked to donate an item to be used at 
the fete. The note with class items went home earlier this 
week. Thank you to all the families who are doing their bit to 
support the fete that is raising money towards a second set 
of playground equipment. 

Enjoy your week!    Rhonda Morton 
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What’s happening in … 5/6B? 
 

Peer Feedback 5/6B 

5/6B is developing skills in providing classmates with 

valuable peer feedback. Students are able to teach each 

other about the task and provide feedback that they see as 

relevant to class goals. We are experimenting with feedback 

during writing tasks. 5/6B are becoming more engaged and 

invested in working to complete writing tasks to their 

highest ability. Peer feedback also gives students an 

opportunity to have their voices heard and to listen to each 

other.  

Here are some of the students ideas: 

 “Feedback is useful because our peers can critique your 

work and this helps to improve your writing. It helped me 

realise my weaknesses in writing too.”  

“It makes you focus on what you need to improve today.” 

“Peer feedback helps me because it makes me concentrate 

more and makes things better in my writing.” 

“Peer feedback helped my writing by giving me goals to 

achieve.” 

“Peer feedback is helpful because it is from a different 

perspective. They have a fresh point of view. They also tell 

you what you need to work on.”  

“Peer feedback gives you great writing and focus.” 

            

Athletics Achievements 
Congratulations, Blake and Sienna on being awarded Athletics 
Champions 2017! Shoobert was the winning house this year. 
Well done also to Rush, Jacob, Chela and Hollyanne who 
represented the school at the Regional Athletics Carnival. 
Thank you, Mrs Saddi for organising the athletics events this 
year as well as the representative sports and PSSA. 

      
 

Scholastic Book Club  
Scholastic Book Club catalogues were sent home today. If you 
place your order online via ‘Loop’ you will qualify for bonus 
books. All orders need to be finalised by Thursday 26 October. 
 

Chicken Pox 
In the interests of your child’s health, we advise that one of 
our students has been diagnosed Chiken Pox. 

Gymsports 
On Friday of next week, Gymsports will deliver our 
gymnastics program in our hall. Please ensure your child 
wears their sports shirt and shorts (no skirts) on this day. 
Long hair is to be tied back and no jewellery (except studs) is 
to be worn. These measures are for your child’s safety and 
the safety of others. Students wear bare feet for Gymsports 
so some extra practice for our younger students with taking 
off / putting on socks and shoes and tying laces wouldn’t go 
astray.  

If you are yet to provide the permission note and pay for this 
activity, please do so by Tuesday of next week to enable your 
child to participate. Permission and payment are now well 
and truly overdue. 

Celebrating school success 
In previous newsletters and at P&C meetings, the school has 
shared information about its inclusion in the Premier’s Bump 
It Up list of schools. To recap, Bump It Up schools were 
selected because they have achieved noticeable 
improvement in reading and numeracy for students in Years 3 
and 5. They have been provided with some extra support (not 
financial), to continue on this improvement path.  

As part of Bump It Up, the Premier sets a target for each 
school to achieve by 2019. Our 2019 target is to achieve 42% 
of students in Years 3 and 5 achieving in the top two NAPLAN 
bands in reading and numeracy.  

In 2017, we achieved 51.96% - that’s nearly 10% more than 
our 2019 target. We are understandably very proud of our 
achievement but we won’t be resting on our laurels; our 
target for 2019 is even higher.  

While this is cause for celebration, we are also very proud 
that we still continue to provide your children with a variety 
of learning experiences and extra-curricular opportunities. 
We remain committed to developing the whole child. 

Sunglasses order – due 27 October 
If you would like to order sunglasses to protect your child’s 
eyes, please call into the uniform shop on Friday morning or 
the office at other times. Our second set of orders closes on 
Friday 27 October. This will be our last order for 2017 so if 
you’re planning sunglasses for 2018, now is the time to order. 

The cost is $13 (including a 5c contribution to the cost of 
postage). Small, medium and large sunglasses are available 
for fitting purposes. Extra-large is also available to purchase. 

More information from the Department of Education about 
Sun Safety can be found at 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/student-wellbeing/health-and-
physical-care/media/documents/sun-sense/suns-english.pdf. 

Raffle tickets - Overdue 
If you still have raffle books at home, sold or unsold, please 
return them to school this week, as they were due back on 3 
September. All students received a book of raffle tickets at 
the end of Term 1. If you can’t find your book, please let the 
office know so we don’t have to keep chasing you. 
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Selective High School 2019 
Applications for selective high school placement in Year 7 in 
2019 open on 10 October 2017 and close on 13 November 
2017 at https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-

schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7. The Selective High School 
Placement Test is on 15 March 2018. ‘Information about 
applying for Year 7 entry to selective high schools in 2019’ is 
available at the above link.  

2018 Staff 
With two retirements, a promotion and staff returning to Bulli 
PS or taking leave, we have several staff changes for 2018. 
This is what we know so far: 

 Mrs Byrom and Mrs Wedeman will continue to be full-
time. Mrs van Kessel will be taking a year’s leave. 

 Mrs Hiscocks and Mrs Turner will continue to job share on 
a class. Mrs Turner will not be teaching Indonesian across 
the school in 2018 as she will only be working two days 
each week. 

 Mrs De Haas will return each Thursday and Friday and will 
job share on a class with Mrs Morris. 

 Mrs Patterson will work each Monday and Wednesday 
teaching dance, drama, music, school values and social 
skills across the school. Mrs Nikolovski will work each 
Thursday teaching the same areas. 

 Mrs O’Brien will be in the Library Tuesday – Thursday. 

 Mrs Cadorin, Mr Simpson and Mrs Lisa LaVanda (from Shell 
Cove PS) will join us as temporary teachers to fill positions 
left vacant by staff taking full-time or part-time leave. 

 Mrs Goodwin will take up the role of mentor teacher as 
part of the Bump It Up strategy (Tuesday – Thursday). 

 Ms McLean, Mrs Anderson, Mrs Pfister, Mrs Holz, Mr 
Seymour and Mrs Morton will all continue in their current 
roles. Mrs Hand’s position is unknown as it is determined 
by the level of funding the school receives to support 
students with a disability. 

 Two permanent teaching positions will be filled by the 
Department of Education. The filling of these positions is 
dependent on the number of nominated and 
compassionate transfers that exist in the Department’s 
system. The staff members should be known by the end of 
the year. If there are no eligible teachers available, the 
positions will be filled through our choice.  

You will have noticed that some staff are not mentioned. On 
behalf of the students, staff and community, I would like to 
thank Mrs Saddi, Mr Gudze and Mrs Van Akker for enriching 
our school. Mrs Saddi has worked tirelessly for our school, 
particularly with the SRC, debating and sport and has always 
been at the forefront of trialling new and exciting teaching 
methods. Mr Gudze introduced Coding Club to our school and 
has led many staff members forward in their understanding of 
current technologies. Mrs Van Akker has shared with Mrs 
Patterson this year and has achieved her accreditation in her 
first year of teaching; congratulations! These teachers will be 
missed at our school but you may still see them around in 
2018 as casual teachers. 

 
 

Student Attendance 
Did you know that if your child misses more than 7 days each 
term (28 per year), their attendance may be deemed 
unsatisfactory (depending on the circumstances)? In these 
instances, school intervention is required with possible 
referral to the Department’s Home School Liaison Officer for 
more specific intervention. 

To assist in the management of absences: 

 Send an explanation note to school on the first day of 
return after any absence. The note must include your 
child’s name and class, the dates of the absence, the 
reason and your signature. Approval of the leave is at the 
Principal’s discretion. A booklet of absentee notes is 
available from the office or you may use the Skoolbag 
App. 

 If your child is ill for more than two days, please contact 
the school by either telephone or email. 

 Students arriving late must be signed in at the office by a 
parent/career with an explanation given. This is also the 
process for students leaving early. 

 Apply for ‘Extended Leave - Travel’ well in advance. This 
applies for all holidays taken during the school term. Your 
application has to be approved by either the Principal, 
Director Public Schools NSW or, in some cases, the 
Executive Director Public Schools NSW. You will be issued 
a certificate that you must take with you. Please do not 
assume that someone is available to complete this 
certificate on the day before you travel. 

More information on attendance can be found at 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/school-
attendance-policy. 

Crunch&Sip® Survey Results 
for 2017 

Thank you to all the students and 
their families for supporting the 
Fruit and Veg month last term.  
A school Crunch&Sip® survey was 
conducted with results showing 
that 85% of students were 
provided with fruit and 29% with vegetables. The 
consumption of vegetables has doubled, which is a great 
outcome!  Many students had containers full of both 
delicious fruit and vegetables! Our best result, however, was 
85% of the school student population bringing in water 
bottles each day. Keep up the wonderful effort especially in 
the warmer months ahead! 
Congratulations to the winning 
class, 3/4vK. They received two 
beautiful platters filled with fresh 
fruit and salad vegetables. This 
year, 1/2S was our runner-up, 
also receiving a fruit and veg 
platter.  

 

 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
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Indigenious Dance Workshop 
On Wednesday 20 September, Alara and I went to a 
Contemporary Indigenious Dance Workshop. It was run by 
Sonny Townsend, who used to dance with Bangarra, and 
Jordan O’Davis. They were amazing dance teachers. They 
taught us one dance each, then as a special treat we learnt a 
dance to a Katy Perry song. It was hard work but a lot of fun. 
We got to meet students from lots of other schools. I hope 
next year more people can join us.                by Cassia 

 
The Tell Them From Me parent feedback survey  
The Tell Them From Me survey closes on 13 October. Although 
participating in the survey is entirely voluntary, your 
responses are very much appreciated. To access the survey for 
our school go to: https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/bps2017 

The school performance team looks forward to reading your 
responses and analysing the results to help us plan for the 
next three years. Thank you to all the families who have 
already completed the survey. 

 

Friendly Kids Friendly Classrooms 
The social skill for home discussion this fortnight is… 

 

POSITIVE TRACKING 
Look for the good things is the way to succeed 

Dos 
* Look for all the good things you do and say them to yourself 
either in your head or out loud.  
* Look for the good things that other people do and say them 
out loud.  
* Look for the good things that happen in your life, however 
small, and say them to yourself and out loud. When bad things 
happen to you, try and look for, and say out loud one good 
thing that was part of it. 

Don’ts 
* Don’t put yourself down by looking for, and saying bad 
things about yourself.  
* Don’t put others down by looking for, and saying bad things 
about them. Try to be positive rather than critical.  
* Don’t grizzle, whinge, whine or complain about the bad 
things that happen in your life. Look for a positive and focus 
on it. 
 

P & C News 
P&C Meetings 
Did you know that the minutes of P&C meetings are placed on 
the school’s website in the P&C section? If you missed the last 
P&C meeting, we celebrated the receipt of the $25,000 grant 
for our playground equipment, the success of the election day 
barbecue and cake stall and the school’s achievement in the 
recent NAPLAN results. 

P&C meetings are advertised in the newsletter, through 
Skoolbag and on the website’s calendar. They commence at 
7pm and are usually over by 8.30pm. 

 

Bulli on the Green Fete News 
Mufti Day this Friday 
On Friday, all students are able to wear mufti (non-uniform) 
clothes in return for donating an item for the fete. Please 
refer to the note sent home on Monday that outlines the 
donations required from each class.  
Book, CDs & DVDs 
All donations of books, CDs, and DVDs can be dropped off to 
the uniform shop on Friday mornings. 
Fete Cake Stall 
This year, the school fete will be having a donated cake stall. 
We are asking each family to donate a baked good, either 
sweet or savoury, to be sold at the cake stall. It can be 
homemade, packet mix or, if you are not much of a cook, a 
bought one. The more we get, the more money we raise for 
the school.  
Anything you would be willing to donate is greatly 
appreciated. 
Each family will soon receive a cake box to fill and return to 
school on Friday 3 November or on Saturday 4 between 9-
11am prior to the start of the fete.  
If you are interested in helping in any way or would like to 
make additional items for the stall please don't hesitate to 
contact me. Also, if you require additional containers or 
boxes let me know.  
Thanks for your support. 
Angela Carroll 
 0414645074 
 
 

Parenting Ideas from Michael Grose 
‘Failure! What a genius idea!’ and ‘Acceptance for 
difference begins at home’ ‘by Michael Grose have been 

added to the Parenting Ideas News Story on our website 

and sent on our Skoolbag App. Articles from Parenting 
Ideas are also displayed in our community window and in a 

folder in the foyer. The School subscribes to these articles 

for the wellbeing of our community. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/bps2017
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