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Term 4 Week 5 Wednesday 11 November 2020 
   

From Darkness to Light 
 

Week 5 – NAIDOC Week Activities 

Tuesday – Thursday Book Fair preview for each class 

Friday 13 Nov World Kindness Day 

                                          Dance: 2/3Z, 3/4E, 3/4W, 5/6O & 5/6W 

Week 6 – Book Week @ Bulli PS 

Monday 16 Nov Dance: KC, KH, KS, 1G, 1/2CD & 1/2GM 

Monday 16 Nov Last day to order SRC & Yr 6 Muck up 
photos from MSP Photography 

Tuesday 17 Nov 7pm P&C Meeting – school library 

Wednesday 18 Nov Opportunity Class Yr 5 2021 test @ school 

Thursday 19 Nov Book Fair Shopping Day 

Thursday 19 Nov Book Fair Parade 

Friday 20 Nov Dance: 2/3Z, 3/4E, 3/4W, 5/6O & 5/6W 

 Bulli High Yr 7 2021 uniform shop 3.30pm 

Sunday 22 Nov Bunnings’ BBQ (P&C) – volunteers please 

Week 7 

Monday 23 Nov Dance: KC, KH, KS, 1G, 1/2CD & 1/2GM 

Friday 27 Nov Dance: 2/3Z, 3/4E, 3/4W, 5/6O & 5/6W 

Week 8 

Monday 30 Nov Dance: KC, KH, KS, 1G, 1/2CD & 1/2GM 

Friday 4 Dec Dance: 2/3Z, 3/4E, 3/4W, 5/6O & 5/6W 

 

Special dates for your diary  

Wednesday 9 Dec Presentation Day: students & staff only 

Wednesday 9 Dec Year 6 Farewell: students & staff only 

Friday 11 Dec 1.45pm Cochrane Cup 

Wednesday 16 Dec Last day of school for students 

17 – 18 Dec Kinder 2021 Orientation 9 – 10.45am 

What’s overdue / due? 

Monday 16 Nov  Last day for Selective High School 2022 
applications 

Friday 20 Nov  SRE & SEE 2021 changes 

 

 

 

Remembrance Day 
Today our students observed 
Remembrance Day as a whole 
school. Gathering around the 
flag pole, the students 
reflected on the stories read in 
class, listened to the Last Post 
and held a minute’s silence 
before laying flowers and the 
school’s wreath. 

 

NAIDOC Week – celebrating culture 

and student achievement 

School activities 
The theme for this year’s NAIDOC Week is ‘Always was. 
Always will be.’ At Bulli Public School, students have the 
opportunity to participate in a range of activities. Uncle Mark 
Mongta prepared a video about artefacts – tools and 
weapons and this was used as a springboard into a ‘yarning 
circle’. Dharawal dreaming stories and the designing and 
painting of boomerangs also 
featured across the week. 
Our Aboriginal students 
planted a bush tucker garden 
in our three new vegetable 
gardens and we look forward 
to sampling some new 
delights when the plants are 
established. NAIDOC Week was organised by our Aboriginal 
Education Team, Mrs Green and Miss Zancolich; thank you!  

Deadly Awards 
The Northern Illawarra 
Aboriginal Education Group 
Deadly Awards were 
presented today. This year’s 
recipients are Oliver and 
Preston. Oliver’s excellent 
work in writing and Preston’s 
outstanding success in sport 
will be recognised by these 
awards. Congratulations, Oliver and Preston!  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.legionmagazine.com%2Fproduct%2Flest-we-forget-poster-white%2F&psig=AOvVaw2jOrPaPouVpeMugfa8gGIL&ust=1604555578386000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjIxLyZ6OwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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In other news … 
The Fred Hollows Humanity Award 

The Fred Hollows Humanity Award 
recognises Year 6 students who follow 
in Fred’s footsteps by making a 
positive difference in their community. 
It celebrates students who show 
compassion, integrity and kindness in 
their everyday lives, just as Fred did. 

At Bulli we are very proud to announce that Cassia 
White, our 2020 school captain has been awarded a Fred 
Hollows Humanity Award. Congratulations, Cassia! 

Kerryn McCann Cross Country 
Preston and Yolanda were 
presented with their Kerryn 
McCann Cross Country medals and 
the joint perpetual trophy this 
week. The Kerryn McCann Trophy 
is awarded to the Stage 3 students 
who are first past the post. (Apologies for the error in an 
earlier newsletter that incorrectly stated it was an under 
12/13 event.) The winning house this year was Ross; the 
House Captains were very proud to receive their trophy. 
Student writing 
Koa in KH, has two writing goals  – to challenge himself 
with spelling and to include a ‘wow’ word. I’m sure you 
will agree that Koa has achieved these two goals in this 
piece of writing based on a STEM activity. (No editing 
has occurred.) 

Building Bridges 
Tully and I built a bridge. We used cardboard glue paddle 
pop sticks and sticky tape (challenge word). I thought it 
was the best one but all of them were good. I made it 
with Tully and she was good at doing the design. Ours 
was strong because we used wood and wood glue. I 
thought it was magnificent (‘wow’ word). 
 

Koa’s ‘wish’ for his writing is to use commas when listing 
words. During his feedback session, Koa was also able to 
talk about compound sentences and how they make his 
writing more interesting. As Ms Hemingway said, 
‘Marvellous!’ 

Kindergarten’s Movies 
As part of our creative arts program with Ms Lam and 
Mrs Patterson, students have been making movies. For 
your viewing pleasure, Kindergarten’s movies are now 
available at https://sites.google.com/view/bulli-ps-

performing-arts/fimmaking. Sit back and enjoy! 

KS Chickens and Ducklings 
There is great excitement in KS 
as their chicken and duck eggs 
are hatching. This wonderful 
experience is stimulating daily 
observations and conversations, 
writing, science and research. A 
sense of awe is certainly being 
created in KS. Well done, Mr Simpson!  
 

Stage One Science 
This semester, Stage 1 have been 
completing a ‘Robot Buddies’ Science 
unit that involves exploring the 
properties of different materials to 
design and create a robot. Last week, 
1/2CD finalised their creations and 
here is what some students had to say about the 
experience:  
Last Wednesday and Friday, we built our class robots. 
Our robot was big. Our robot has a mohawk. After that, 
we decorated our robot. Our robot’s name is Spotty.  

        by Jackson 
 

On Wednesday and Friday, my class and I built robots. 
My partner was Mack. Mack and I built a robot to 
rescue people that are stuck in the snow. by Ariah Blue 
 

Last Wednesday and Friday we built 
our robot buddies for science. We did 
it in the classroom with lots of 
different materials like toilet paper 
rolls, cardboard boxes, paper, lids off 
bottles and coloured paddle pop 
sticks. My partner was Lulu and our 
robot is small and we called her Spikey.            by Dylan K 
 

Last Wednesday and Friday, my class 
and I all built amazing robots. Firstly, 
everyone’s robot was built out of all 
different materials that my class got 
from home. Next, my partner and I 
built two robots, one was a big robot 
sitting down and the other was a 
small cat on the robot’s lap. Then, 
we had to make a poster that 
represented our robot. I wrote that it 
was silly, funny, nice and its age. My partner drew a 
picture. Lastly, on the last day my partner and I 
decorated the robot by putting some finishing touches 
on it. I felt so delighted to finish our robot. I hope we can 
make another robot again soon.           by Grace C 

 
 

https://sites.google.com/view/bulli-ps-performing-arts/fimmaking
https://sites.google.com/view/bulli-ps-performing-arts/fimmaking
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Stage 3 Term 4 Engineering  
Last week Stage 3 was tasked to make 
a boat that could float for 20 seconds 
with a fifty gram weight on or in it. To 
make the boats we were given: 2 
paper cups, some duct tape, 10 
straws, and a limited amount of glad 
wrap. Some popular designs were to 
have a raft with two cups on top of it 

that held the weight in a canoe fashion. Some other 
groups did a design with two cups taped together with 2 
rafts; one on top and one on the bottom. One group 
even made a traditional style boat. Every single group 
was successful in completing the brief. By Will 

         
This week we had to 
make a bionic arm 
that could lift a “cup 
of coffee” (paper cup 
with water in it) off of 
the ground without 
the operator having 
to place the cup into it. We were given one sheet of 
corrugated cardboard, one straw, fishing line/string, two 
paper cups and a split-pin. Some common constructions 
for the arm used one of the cups as a holder. The 
problem with these designs was that the operator had to 
physically place the cup into the holder defeating the 
purpose of a bionic arm. The two most successful groups 
used a clamp design. The clamp designs worked by using 
the string to pull the arms together and holding the cup 
tightly to be able to pick it up and place it back down. 
Although not all groups were successful, each was able 
to say how they would modify their design to improve it. 
By Jack 

                      
 
 
 

Talk-and-Walk-a-Thon 

Last Wednesday, all Bulli Public School students 
participated in the Talk and Walk-a-Thon, an initiative of 
Peer Support Australia. Our students breathed the fresh 
air on a beautiful spring day, exercised their bodies by 
walking and developed social 
connections with their peers by 
having conversations with each 
other. All of these things have 
been shown to improve and 
maintain our wellbeing, 
something that we all need to 
do, especially this year. It is 
hoped that students will 
continue to have these conversations with their peers 
and realise the importance of establishing social 
connections face-to-face. 
Mrs Patterson and Mrs Morris 

1G, 1/2CD, 1/2GM & 2/3Z ClassDojo Trial 
At the beginning of Term 4, Stage One 
began a trial using ClassDojo. ClassDojo 
is a communication app for the 
classroom, which aims to connect staff, 
parents/caregivers and students 
through sharing photos, videos and 
messages. So far, 69% parent/caregivers 
have connected to their child’s 
ClassDojo. Many exciting things have 
been shared, including robot creations, Talk-and-Walk-
a-thon photos, writing samples and Topic Talk 
presentations just to name a few. 
A number of parents have found ClassDojo useful in 

communicating to their child’s 
teacher about home readers, 
changes to afternoon pick up and 
asking for a copy of a note. 
Are you missing out on the exciting 
things your child is showcasing on 
ClassDojo? If so, please see the note 
that was sent home earlier this term. 

 
Pick-up times Term 4  

Car Lines only 

 2.40pm K -2 no siblings 

 2.50pm Family groups 

 2.55pm All other students via the Haig Rd gates 
If your arrangements change throughout the day, please ring 
the office before 2pm. 

These arrangements will continue for the remainder of 2020. 
Thank you for your ongoing understanding and cooperation. 
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Year 3 and Year 5 Check-in Assessment 

The final results are in from the recent check-in assessment 
and we are very pleased with our students’ results especially 
when compared with the results of the State and statistically 
similar schools (SSSG).   

We do, however, heed the Department’s advice to use the 
results as a guide as not all schools in the state participated. A 
report to parents will not be provided by the Department for 
this reason. Please remember that this assessment is not a 
replacement for NAPLAN and is to be used by schools to 
inform their planning and teaching.  

The number of questions answered correctly is in the table 
below.  

 School % State % SSSG % 

Yr 3 overall 70.3 60.7 64.2 

Yr 3 reading 72 58.6 62.3 

Yr 3 numeracy 68.5 62.8 66.2 

Yr 5 overall 66.5 60.4 65.1 

Yr 5 reading 71.9 60.7 65 

Yr 5 numeracy 61.1 60 65.2 

As a school we are constantly working to improve outcomes 
for every student and while we have achieved many of the 
targets set for us by the Department, we won’t be resting on 
our laurels. Our constant strive to improve will include 
implementing the Department’s new High Potential and 
Gifted Education Policy from 2021. While we already use a 
range of methods to identify and work with high potential and 
gifted students, including formative assessment, and 
curriculum differentiation and acceleration, we will be using 
an online standardised assessment later this year to identify 
those students who may not be revealing their true selves. 
Students in Years 1 – 5 will complete general ability 
assessment, AGAT. This assessment provides us with a raw 
score but no report to parents. This assessment is also used 
within our local school area to identify students for the Year 5 
Academically Gifted class that we hope will return in 2021. 
Students scoring in excess of 130 are eligible to apply for this 
class. The Department supports the use of the AGAT as one 
method amongst others to support the implementation of 
their new Policy. 

More information about the Department’s Policy is located at 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/high-
potential-and-gifted-education.  
More information about the AGAT is located at 
https://www.acer.org/au/agat.  

Bulli High School Uniform Shop Orders – Yr 7 2021 
Bulli High School Uniform shop will be open on Friday 20 
November from 3.30pm till 6pm to allow year 6 students from 
Bulli Public School to place their orders for Year 7 uniforms. 
If you are unable to attend on this day please email the high 
school bulliuniforms@gmail.com to arrange another time. 

 

 
 

150th Anniversary Pavers 

We couldn’t wait any longer to be 
allowed to have volunteers from 
our community to lay the pavers 
so Mrs Holz and Mr Seymour, our 
General Assistants, have 
completed the task on behalf of our community. An EOI for a 
second round was offered in the last newsletter but if you 
missed the cut-off date and are interested, please fill out the 
form that accompanies today’s newsletter and send it to 
school by Monday of next week.  

Thank you, Mrs Holz and Mr Seymour for taking on this extra 
task; we know how busy you are! 

Updates to Policies / Guidelines 

2020 has been a busy year for us to update school policies 
and/or guidelines. The following are now available on our 
website https://bulli-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-
school/rules-and-policies.html. 

 Riding to School Policy: updated as locks are no longer 
required and details about the entry / exit points has 
changed. 

 Homework: updated to reflect the Department’s 
withdrawal of the Feedback to Parents report that was 
used as optional homework. 

 Class Organisation: updated from Class Placement to 
include information about multi-age classes in 
Government schools. 

 Approaching the School: a review with no significant 
changes. 

Ethics classes at Bulli PS – from the Coordinator 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

We are seeking volunteers so that we can provide ethics 
classes for families who have requested it for their children. 

Ethics teachers receive full training by Primary Ethics, the not-
for-profit organisation approved to design curriculum and 
training for the ethics program. Training consists of a two day 
workshop (now online) and short online theory modules. 
Lesson materials are provided. Suitable volunteers have an 
interest in children’s education and development of critical 
thinking skills and must be available between 11:20 and 
12:20 on Wednesdays each week. 

In ethics classes, children learn how to think logically, 
disagree respectfully and support their arguments with 
evidence, rather than act according to blind habit or peer 
pressure.  

Children discuss topics such as: 
- imagining how others feel 
- how do we treat living things? 
- what is laziness? 
- how do we disagree in a respectful way? 
- fairness. 

If you are looking for an opportunity to make a valuable 
contribution to our school, please 
visit www.primaryethics.com.au and/or contact Nadia on 
0414 667 233 or email ethicsbullips@gmail.com 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/high-potential-and-gifted-education
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/high-potential-and-gifted-education
https://www.acer.org/au/agat
mailto:bulliuniforms@gmail.com
https://bulli-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/rules-and-policies.html
https://bulli-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/rules-and-policies.html
http://www.primaryethics.com.au/
mailto:ethicsbullips@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS  

 
BOOK WEEK REMINDERS 
Book Week Dress Up Parade – Thursday 19 Nov  
Don’t forget students are invited to be creative and dress up 
as their favourite book character or as something to support 
the 2020 Book Week theme ‘Curious Creatures Wild Minds’. 
The parade will be lots of fun! 

Book Fair – Thursday 19 November   
Last week a note was sent home explaining how you can 
purchase books from the book fair. Students will also be 
bringing home their wish lists to assist you in completing your 
order.  

Looking forward to a great Book Week! 
Linda Smith 
School Librarian 
 

P & C NEWS 

P&C Meeting 17 November 7pm – school library 
We are pleased that we are now permitted to hold P&C 
meetings onsite so our last meeting for 2020 will be held on 
Tuesday 17 November at 7pm. Please be aware that the 
meeting is limited to 20 people, including school staff.  

As we have to comply with current COVID-19 guidelines 
regarding 1 person per 4sqm with a 1.5m distance between 
each person, the meeting will be held in the school library (to 
the right of the school hall). Please enter through the 
administration gate that will be closed just after 7pm. Please 
sign in as you arrive in the library and sanitise your hands. If 
you are unwell, please stay at home. Children are not 
permitted to attend.  

We look forward to finally being together. 

Uniform Shop 
With our new Kindergarten students about to arrive, the 
uniform shop is requesting good quality school uniforms in 
smaller sizes. Please only send items to school that you would 
be proud for your child to wear. Please ask your child to 
deliver your donations to the school’s office. 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

 

 
Next Friday the 13th, bring your picnic rug to sit on the green 
at The Vale Golf Course to this outdoor movie. 
Circles will be on the grass to ensure each group is physically 
distanced. Each viewing circle is $15, which can 
accommodate 6 people. 


