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Term 2 Week 9  Wednesday 24 June 2020 
   

From Darkness to Light 
 

Term 2 Week 10 

Wednesday 1 July SRC Comfy Clothing / Movie Day 
Wednesday 1 July Learning from Home parent survey 

closes 
Friday 3 July Last day of Term 2 for students 

Term 3 Week 1 

Monday 20 July School Development Day 
Tuesday 21 July First day of Term 3 
Friday 24 July Semester One reports issued 

Term 3 Week 2 

Wednesday 29 July Religious & Ethics Ed. recommences 

Special dates for your diary  

Wednesday 16 Sep Opportunity Class test (applicants only) 
Monday 19 Oct Photo Day 

What’s overdue / due?  

Friday 26 June 2021 Year 5 Opportunity Class 
applications close 

Friday 3 July Kinder 2021 Enrolments 
 

Kindergarten 2021 
Enrolments are due Friday 3 July 2020 to ensure we are 
allocated the correct funding in 2021. 

Thank you to the families who have already submitted 
their child’s application to enrol. Those parents that 
have not yet done so are welcome to drop the forms to 
the office. 
Proof of residential address: 
To determine a child’s eligibility to enrol we are required 
to sight documents that show the full name and address 
of the parent or carer with whom the child lives. These 
documents must total 100 points and can include: 
* Council rates notice – 40 points 
* Rental agreement or Centrelink statement – 20 points 
* Utility bills (up to 3 months old) – 15 points each 
* Driver’s licence – 15 points 

 

New pick-up times 
from Tuesday 21 July Term 3 

2.30pm  K-2 No siblings 
2.40pm  Family Groups 
2.50pm  3-6 No Siblings 

There are no additional changes.  

Parents are reminded that they must only be 
onsite for essential purposes such as collecting an 
ill child or collecting their child in the afternoon 
using the designated route, entering and leaving by 
the Admin gate. Please telephone or email for all 
other purposes. 

Principal’s message 
Refugee Week – ‘Year of welcome’ 

 
At Bulli Public School, our school vision encompasses 
the provision of ‘equity and excellence for all in an 
environment that fosters and promotes … active and 
informed citizens’. Providing our students with rich 
learning experiences, such as those shared during 
Reconciliation Week and Refugee Week, ensures our 
vision is at the forefront of our learning. Following are 
some of the learning opportunities provided throughout 
the week. 

KH: In KH we watched a video about Omar who had to 
leave his home and travel to Australia because there 
was fighting and gunshots in the streets where he was 
playing. We talked about how frightened and scared he 
was starting a new school just like they had experienced 
when starting kindergarten. He wanted everyone to 
treat him just like everyone else and really liked it when 
people smiled at him. We practised smiling at each 
other and discovered how powerful and infectious that 
smile was to the warmth we felt within. 
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1G: To commemorate Refugee Week, 1G put themselves 
in the shoes of the many refugees that have sought a 
new life on our shores. We read the book Ziba Came on a 
Boat by Liz Lofthouse, and discussed how it would feel to 
be such a person. The words frightened, brave, and 
worried were spoken of. We then did a role playing 
exercise where a blindfolded person was led around a 
safe course by their partner's voice. The students said 
they felt nervous about not knowing where they would 
end up. 

1/2GM: On Friday, 1/2GM discussed Refugee Week. We 
talked about the possible situations that may cause 
someone to need to leave their country such as being in 
danger because of war or a natural disaster. Many 
children expressed that they would feel sad, nervous, 
frightened and worried. We talked about the ways we 
could make refugees feel welcome in Australia, and why 
it is important to include others and live happily 
together. We talked about the values of compassion, 
awareness, assistance, unity, safety and friendship. After 
this, we created a display for our classroom door. We 
read My Two Blankets by Irena Kobald, and plan to read 

Anh Do's, The Little Refugee this week.  

 

Stage 3: During Refugee Week, Stage 3 learnt many 
interesting facts about refugees, for example, there are 
70.8 million forcibly displaced people in the world. 
Australia only takes on 0.4% of refugees in the world. 

We watched two stories about refugees, Noella and 
Omar.  

Noella is a young girl who is in year 6 at Coniston P.S. She 
was born in the Democratic Republic of Congo, yet she 
can’t remember anything about her homeland. When 
Noella first came to Australia she didn’t have any friends 
but now she feels safe and happy with her new friends. 

Omar is a young boy who is in Year 6 at Wollongong P.S. 
Omar and his family fled Syria because of war. His 
family was resettled here in the Illawarra in 2014. When 
he arrived, Omar could not speak any English but soon 
spoke fluently. He enjoys learning and playing with the 
close friends he has made in his time here. Omar wants 
to spread kindness, respect and positivity for all. 

Afterwards, Stage 3 read then discussed the book 
Refugees by David Miller. It was about two wild ducks 
who become refugees when their swamp was drained. 
Their journey in search of a new place to live exposes 
them to danger, rejection and violence before they are 
given a new home. 

From Juliana Year 6: Last week was Refugee week (14 – 
20 June). To help our classes, 5/6W and 5/6O, to 
understand more about refugees, we watched 3 videos. 
Two were about kids our age who were refugees and 
have settled in the Illawarra and the other was a UNHCR 
(United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) video. 
The videos were a great way to see the lives of a 
refugee and feel empathy for them. Our classes thought 
it was an amazing experience. 

Thank you to the parents and teachers who provided 
the students with the learning opportunities and 
resources during Refugee Week. May they carry their 
learning, understanding and empathy into the future as 
they become active and informed members of the 
community in which they live. 

I wish everyone a happy and safe holiday and look 
forward to seeing all the children back at school on 
Tuesday 21 July 2020. 

Rhonda Morton 

Learning from Home Parent Survey 
During the Learning from Home period, many new 
experiences were had by students, parents and 
teachers. In conjunction with the P&C, we are keen to 
hear about your one ‘star’ (positive experience) that we 
may be able to continue. This information, along with 
how you see your ‘star’ being implemented at school, 
will be considered as we commence planning for the 
next school cycle 2021 – 2024. It is possible some trials 
will take place in Semester 2. We will be able to 
consider those ideas that enhance learning, are 
practical and are possible within the Department’s 
policies and guidelines. This is the link to the very short 
survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LTQ5R99 
that will close on Wednesday 1 July 2020. Thank you to 
our community for your interest and support. 

Students will also have the opportunity to contribute to 
the school planning process by offering their ‘star’ as 
well. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LTQ5R99
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SRC Pyjama/Comfy Clothing Movie Day 
On Wednesday 1 July, the Semester One Student 
Representative Council will hold their final event. 
After class suggestions and voting, this event will be 
a ‘Pyjama/Comfy clothing Movie Day’. Bulli Public 
School is very grateful to the Semester One SRC 
representatives: Ethan, Evie, Thomas, Eli, Lily, Levi, 
Callum, Marlee, Maisie, Charlotte, Nell, Betsy, 
Hannah & Ben.  
  

Here is what some of them have to say about their 
time as a member of SRC.  
“I like how we organise fun things for the school.” 
by Levi  
“I enjoyed being SRC this semester because it was a 
great opportunity even though it got a little bit 
interrupted with Coronavirus. I also liked that we did 
the Kindness Challenge during Learning from 
Home.” by Charlotte  
“I liked being SRC this semester for the great 
opportunity.” by Ben  
“I liked that when I was in class, I got to speak in 
front of everyone on behalf of the SRC. I also really 
enjoyed planning things for the school.” by Callum 
“I loved helping people and seeing people get 
along.” by Nell 
  

Our Semester Two representatives, including 
Kindergarten, are currently being elected and will 
be inducted on Monday 3 August. Parents of 
elected students will be informed early next term.  
  

Miss Childs 
SRC Coordinator  
 
Sport message from the NSW Dep’t of Education 
The NSW Department of Education is committed to 
providing opportunities for students to participate in 
school sporting programs at all levels of participation 
and values the importance of physical activity in 
enhancing educational outcomes. 

The representative school sport pathway has been in 
existence for almost 130 years and forms an integral 
part of a large state based program within the NSW 
Department of Education’s High Potential and Gifted 
Policy. The pathway which is in place in NSW is 
recognised around the world as a leader in delivering 
school sport programs. 

The school sport representative pathway relies on the 
progression of students through stages beginning at a 
school/community level – zone – association – state and 
national level. This is a complex process commencing at 
the start of each year and takes many months to 

coordinate as students participate and progress through 
each level. 

The effects of the global COVID-19 pandemic have been 
felt throughout the education community, and many 
difficult choices have been made that have had 
significant impacts on schools and students. 

Schools have not had the opportunity to organise their 
stage of the trials process consequently, the 
representative pathway at the Association and State 
levels cannot be conducted in Terms 3 and 4 of the 
school year. 

It is not possible for schools to rearrange activities at 
this stage of the year given limitations with venue 
availability and rescheduling the many educational and 
sporting events on a school calendar. Additionally, 
current NSW Government guidelines do not allow for 
large scale events to be held where crowds will be in 
attendance. 

The national body, School Sport Australia, recognised 
this issue and officially cancelled all national events for 
2020 at the conclusion of Term 1. 

We understand your disappointment and concerns in 
not being able to participate in these programs during 
COVID-19 restrictions in 2020. 

It is anticipated that, where possible, participation 
based events will be scheduled and students and 
schools will have an opportunity to enter into sporting 
activities within their local school community. 

Please note 

 Swimming: Our champions and house trophy will be 
presented at the first assembly we are able to hold 
with parental attendance. 

 The North Wollongong PSSA is hoping that some 
combined sporting events, such as Gala Days, may 
be able to be held in Semester 2. 

 

Reminder - Changes to the opportunity class 
placement process for 2020 Year 4 students 
The 2021 Year 5 opportunity class placement process 
was put on hold in April 2020 due to the COVID-19 
situation.  

There is now a revised and simplified timeline for the 
OC placement process to ensure that students and 
families can have certainty about their placement as 
soon as possible. 

The changes include: 

 A new date for online applications. Parents must 

apply between 9 June 2020 and 26 June 2020. Late 

applications cannot be accepted. 

 A new test date - Wednesday 16 September 2020. 

To ensure fair and consistent assessment of students 
across New South Wales, students will be offered places 
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based only on their test results this year – there will be 
no school assessment scores.   

There will also be no opportunity for appeals given the 
tight timeframes. 

For further detailed information, including the 
application process, please visit 
(https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-
high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-5. 

Additional information and the intention to apply form 
accompanied last fortnight’s newsletter. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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